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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2021

☩ GATHERING ☩
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
C: Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued us
from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

☩ WORD ☩
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST LESSON Numbers 21:4-9
P: A reading from Numbers.
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom;
but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water,
and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and
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they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent,
and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the
serpent of bronze and live.
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 107:1-3’ 17-22 (in unison)
1Give

thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
3gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
17Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
18They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
20You sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 2:1-10
P:

A reading from Ephesians.

1You

were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
4

GOSPEL St. John 3:14-21
P: The holy gospel according to St. John the 2nd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
Jesus said: 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may
not perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do
not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light,
so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #323

“God Loved the World”
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Pastor Rich Donoughue

APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
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You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of the church
throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and ministries of service in your
name. Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission partners may be named), our ELCA global
partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness areas and
cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry creatures; bless farmers as
they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of crisis and
scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and drought (especially). Bring
peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry or without
homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to those who are sick and
comfort to those who mourn especially the friends and family of Norma Jean McDonald, the
friends and family of Pooh Kanapaux, Julie Riel, Bob Oswald, Sean Holleran, Chuck Long,
Judy Long, Emily Laird, Elliott Spann, Linda Mizzell, Gerry Naumann, Betty Addison, Victor
Thompson, Sharon Masso, Monte Mims, Tammy Tanner, Marcy Floyd, Connie Morgan, Charles
Long III, Anne Foster, Marie Mood, Barbara Lyerly, Mary Sweat, Elmore Marlow, Ted Bowers,
Bill Cornwell, Marilyn Stehmeier, Bryan Steele, and those we name aloud and in our hearts. .
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that we show
mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, and bless our
ministries of feeding and shelter. Protect those who are vulnerable and give courage to all who are
suffering. Give us patience and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for all who have
died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your promises. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P:
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

☩ SENDING ☩
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen

SENDING HYMN#: ELW 779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”
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DISMISSAL: P: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The council and re-opening team have recently met to discuss resuming in person worship services. The group
has unanimously decided to re-open beginning with Palm Sunday and to include Holy Week services as well.
The following is the upcoming schedule:
Palm Sunday 3/28: Worship Service and Communion at 10am
Maundy Thursday 4/1: 6pm Service
Good Friday 4/2: 12 noon and 6pm Services
Easter Sunday 4/4: 8:00 am and 11 am Services
In order for us to provide meaningful and safe worship services, we would like to get an understanding of how
many people will be attending each particular service. If you have not already done so, please contact the
church office (phone or e-mail) and let us know what church services you will plan on attending.
If the COVID numbers begin to spike again, the council and re-opening team will meet to make a decision
about what to do with in person worship services. We will of course, let you all know as soon as possible if this
does happen. But, as of right now our target date for the first service is Palm Sunday and we are looking
forward to having our sanctuary doors open once again.
If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to give the church office a call at (843)722-8906.
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