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February 21, 2021

☩ GATHERING ☩
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live
for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
C: Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you
protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may
have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

☩ WORD ☩
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST LESSON Genesis 9:8-17
P: A reading from Genesis.
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and
your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my
covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make
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between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set
my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is
between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a
flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah,
“This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
L: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God

PSALM 25:1-10 (in unison)
1To

you, O LORD,
I lift up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O LORD,
and teach me your paths.
5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
8You are gracious and upright, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 3:18-22
P:

A reading from Peter.

18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to
God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in
the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved
through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who
has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him. P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL St. Mark 1:9-15
P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord!
those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”
9In

12And

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good
news.”
P: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you O Christ

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #319

Pastor Rich Donoughue

“O Lord, Throughout these Forty Days”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
P: Let us confess our faith in the words of the APOSTLES’ CREED:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PR AYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
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In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church throughout the
world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of your salvation.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from
destruction (especially . . . here local environmental concerns may be named). Empower the work of
biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in our
community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing dangerous
lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who suffer especially,
the family of Carol Duwe (Samanatha Morra’s step mother, and for her father Brian’s
continued healing), Sean Holleran, Chuck Long, Judy Long, Emily Laird, Elliott Spann, Linda
Mizzell, Gerry Naumann, Betty Addison, Victor Thompson, Sharon Masso, Monte Mims,
Tammy Tanner, Marcy Floyd, Connie Morgan, Charles Long III, Anne Foster, Marie Mood,
Barbara Lyerly, Mary Sweat, Elmore Marlow, Ted Bowers, Bob Oswald, Bill Cornwell, Marilyn
Stehmeier, Bryan Steele, and Pooh Kanapaux, and those we name aloud and in our hearts; .
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal identity and
teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s ministries of care and
concern (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all those who
have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P:
Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

☩ SENDING ☩
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen

SENDING HYMN#: ELW 613 “Thy Holy Wings”
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DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share the good news.

C: Thanks be to God.
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•

Announcements:
Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 28th after the service. If we
are still not having in person services, we will advise you on how we will have this meeting
We are updating our constitution to bring it into conformity with the ELCA governing
documents. The proposed final draft of our updated St. Johannes Constitution, which contains
a one page “Cliff’s Notes” guide with highlights, was sent out via email to members. It is also
posted on our church website in the Home tab section under “Church Constitution”. We will be
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voting on this constitution at the Congregation Meeting scheduled for February 28th. Prior to
the vote the Rules and Procedures Committee will host two Zoom meetings to address any
questions you may have. You are also encouraged to contact the chair of that committee,
Pedro Rivas (email: rivascontracts99@gmail.com). He will be happy to provide further insight
and details as necessary.
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